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Document reference: WL-MMD-07-XX-RP-U-1000 

 

Information class: Standard 
 

This document is issued for the party which commissioned it and for specific purposes connected with the above-

captioned project only. It should not be relied upon by any other party or used for any other purpose. 

We accept no responsibility for the consequences of this document being relied upon by any other party, or being 

used for any other purpose, or containing any error or omission which is due to an error or omission in data supplied 

to us by other parties. 

This document contains confidential information and proprietary intellectual property. It should not be shown to other 

parties without consent from us and from the party which commissioned it. 

This R eport has been prepar ed sol el y for use by the party which commissi oned it  (the 'Client') in connection wi th the capti oned pr oject. It shoul d not be used for any other purpose. N o person other than the Client or any party who has expr essl y agreed terms of reli ance with us  (the 'Recipi ent(s)') may r el y on the content,  infor mation or any views  expr essed in the R eport . This R eport is  confi denti al and contains  pr opri etary intell ectual pr operty and we accept no duty of car e, r esponsibility or li ability to any other recipi ent of this R eport . N o repr esentati on, warranty or undertaki ng, express  or i mplied, is  made and no responsi bility or liability is  accepted by us to any party other than the Client or any Reci pient(s),  as to the accuracy or completeness of the i nfor mati on contai ned i n this R eport . For the avoi dance of doubt thi s Report does not i n any way pur port  to i nclude any legal,  insurance or fi nanci al advice or opi nion.  

We disclai m all and any liability whether arising i n tort, contr act or other wise which we might otherwise have to any party o ther than the Cli ent or the Reci pient(s),  in respect of this  Report, or any infor mation contained in it. We accept no responsi bility for any error or omissi on in the Report which is due to an error or  omissi on in data, i nfor mation or statements  supplied to us  by other parti es i ncludi ng the Cli ent (the 'Data'). We have not independentl y verified the D ata or other wise exami ned i t to deter mi ne the accuracy, completeness, sufficiency for any purpose or  feasi bility for any particular outcome incl uding fi nanci al.  

Forecasts presented i n this document were pr epared usi ng the Data and the Repor t is dependent or based on the D ata. Inevitabl y, some of the assumptions used to develop the for ecasts will not be realised and unantici pated events and circumstances may occur. C onsequentl y,  we do not guarantee or warrant the conclusions contained in the R eport  as ther e are li kel y to be differences between the forecas ts and the actual results  and those dif fer ences  may be material.  While we consi der  that the infor mation and opini ons  given in this R eport are sound all  parti es must rel y on their own skill and judgement when making use of it .  

Infor mation and opi nions  ar e current onl y as of the date of the Report and we accept no responsi bility for updati ng such infor mation or opi nion. It shoul d, therefor e, not be assumed that any such infor mati on or opi nion conti nues to be accurate subsequent to the date of the Report.  U nder no circumstances may this  Report or any extrac t or summar y thereof be used i n connecti on with any public or  pri vate securities offeri ng incl udi ng any related memor andum or pr ospec tus for any securiti es offering or stock exchange listi ng or  announcement.  

By acceptance of this  Repor t you agree to be bound by this disclai mer. This disclai mer and any issues, disputes  or cl ai ms arising out of or in connection wi th it ( whether contractual or non-contractual i n natur e such as cl ai ms i n tort,  from br each of statute or regul ati on or otherwise) shall be governed by, and co nstr ued i n accordance with, the laws of Engl and and Wales  to the exclusion of all conflict of l aws principles and r ules . All disputes or  clai ms arising out of or r elati ng to this discl ai mer shall be subjec t to the excl usi ve jurisdicti on of the English and Welsh courts  to which the parties  irrevocabl y submit.   
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Transport for the North 
2nd Floor 

4 Piccadilly Place  
Manchester  

M1 3BN 
 

 
Richard Flood 
Project Manager 
Transport for Warrington 
Warrington Borough Council 
New Town House 
Buttermarket Street 
Warrington 
WA1 2NH 

28th November 2017 

 

Dear. Richard  

 

RE:  Warrington Western Link  

 

Thank you for sharing your plans for the Warrington Western Link Road Major Scheme.  

Transport for the North’s (TfN) vision is of a thriving North of England where modern 

transport connections drive economic growth and support an excellent quality of life. TfN 

has a clear remit to identify and plan the transport infrastructure required to support 

transformational economic growth in the North. It also has a role to play in supporting local 

and national government, as well as the private sector and transport operators, to align 

local investment in public transport and active modes of travel with strategic, pan-Northern 

investment. 

 

TfN will publish the first Strategic Transport Plan (STP) for the North in 2018. The STP 

sets out how transport investment can act as a key enabler to support the growth of the 

economy of the North, with targeted improvements to the North’s most economically 

important roads, including new strategic links being key to delivering the more efficient 

movement of people and goods.  

TfN is supportive of your funding bid to support the development of the Warrington 

Western Link Road. We are aware of the necessity of delivering improvements to the road 

network in Warrington including this strategic link, which in addition to unlocking 

substantial commercial and housing development at Warrington Waterfront will deliver 

improved strategic connectivity and greater resilience for North – South traffic movements 

across the Mersey and Manchester Ship Canal. 

TfN notes that the estimated outputs from the Warrington Western Link scheme align with 

those of the STP and TfN.  The scheme is showing a high Value for Money rating and is 



 
estimated to deliver over 1,000 new houses, 400 new jobs and £16m per annum in 

additional GVA to the Warrington economy.  Supporting both the regional transport 

network, and the regional economy, are key aims of the STP.   

 

TfN supports Warrington Borough Council’s bid for Major Scheme funding and will 

continue to work closely with Warrington BC and Cheshire Local Enterprise Partnership to 

integrate Warrington and Cheshire’s economic growth and development priorities within 

the wider plans for strategic road and rail investment that TFN is developing. 

I wish you success with your bid. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Peter Molyneux 

Major Roads Director 

 







 

 

 

 

 

     
 

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ 

Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363 

 

 
 
  
 
 
Richard Flood 
Warrington Borough Council 
New Town House 
Buttermarket Street 
Warrington 
WA1 2NH 
 

 
Benjamin Laverick 
Assistant Asset Manager 
 
Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 
Manchester M1 2WD 
 
Direct Line: 0300 470 5248 
Switchboard:  
5 December 2017 
 

 
 
Dear Richard 
 
WESTERN LINK ROAD SCHEME 
 
Highways England operates, maintains and improves England’s motorways and major 
A-Roads.  Our road network totals around 4,300 miles in length.  Whilst this represents 
only 2% of all roads in England by length, these roads carry a third of all traffic by 
mileages and two-thirds of all heavy goods traffic.  England’s major road network: 
 

 Forms the economic backbone of the country; 

 Is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week; and 

 Is relied on by commuters and businesses across the country. 
 

Our ambition is to ensure our major roads are more dependable, durable and most 
importantly safe.  We work hard to make sure our road network is: 
 

 Free flowing – where routine delays are infrequent and journeys are reliable; 

 Safe and serviceable – where no-one should be harmed when travelling or 
working; and 

 Accessible and integrated – so people are free to choose their mode of transport 
and can move safely across and alongside our roads.   

 
We further aim to: 
 

 Support economic growth with a modern and reliable road network that reduces 
delays, creates jobs, helps business and opens up new areas for development; 
and 

 Ensure our activities results in a long-term and sustainable benefit to the 
environment.  

 
Highways England is supportive of any activity that seeks to improve travelling 
conditions on both the local and strategic networks; in particular those works that seek 
to reduce travel times and increase resilience against incidents.  The Western Link 



 

 

 

 

 

     
 

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ 

Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363 

 

scheme will be providing a new high-level, fixed bridge crossing over the Manchester 
Ship Canal, providing the highway network with a further crossing opportunity.  This 
means a more robust network, less vulnerable to the negative impacts of incidents on 
both the local and strategic highway network. 
 
Highways England supports a bid for central government funds for a scheme that seeks 
to enhance the road network by reducing delays and to provide greater opportunity for 
economic development in the area.  Furthermore, providing an additional crossing of the 
Manchester Ship Canal provides resilience to the wider road network. 
 
Please let us know if you need anything further. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Benjamin Laverick 
Asset Development Team 
Email: benjamin.laverick@highwaysengland.co.uk 
 
 



          FAISAL RASHID MP 
 
 
 

 
 
 

             HOUSE OF COMMONS 
           LONDON SW1A 0AA 

 

 
Member of Parliament for Warrington South 

 
 

faisal.rashid.mp@parliament.uk 
www.faisalrashid.com 

fb.com/faisalrashidmp 
twitter: @faisalrashid6 

Constituency Office: 
1 Wilson Patten Street, Warrington, WA1 1PG 
Telephone: 01925 657600 

  
Mr Richard Flood 
Project Manager – Transport for Warrington 
Warrington Borough Council  
New Town House  
Buttermarket Street 
Warrington  
WA1 2NH 
 
 
6 December 2017  
 
 
Dear Richard, 
 

Warrington Western Link – Warrington Borough Council 
 

Warrington is a thriving town. It is one of the fastest growing urban economies in the UK and one of the 
main engines of growth in the Northern Powerhouse. An increasing number of people want to live, work 
and run a business in the town. The economic outlook for the town is very positive.  However, with this 
growth comes certain challenges.  
 
The town’s growth together with limited crossing points on the River Mersey and Manchester Ship Canal, 
the introduction of the Mersey Gateway toll and a boundary of frequently congested major motorway 
networks has resulted in chronic traffic congestion and poor air quality caused by standing and slow moving 
traffic.  
 
Warrington has a pressing need for major infrastructure projects to reduce congestion and by doing so, 
improving air quality in the town. I believe the Warrington Western Link project will go some way to 
ameliorate the problems, playing an essential role in relieving congestion and reducing travel delays.  
 
Furthermore, the new Link will provide much-needed improved connectivity between the north and south 
of the town and it will support the continued growth of Warrington’s economy. 
 
Warrington residents have been looking for a solution to the town’s problems with traffic congestion for 
many years. The Western Link proposals were first suggested over 30 years ago and yet to date have 
never materialised. Warrington is long overdue infrastructure investment of this scale. 
 
I am pleased that the Council responded positively to the points raised by myself on behalf of my 
constituents. I welcome the fact that the Council is committed to a continued dialogue with the residents of 
Warrington as this much-needed infrastructure development is rolled out.  
 
For the reasons outlined above I endorse the Warrington Western Link scheme and I hope that Warrington 
Borough Council’s request for funding can be given serious consideration. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Faisal Rashid MP 
 



 
 
 

Frank Rogers 
Interim Head of Paid Service 

Liverpool City Region Combined Authority 
Mann Island, PO Box 1976, Liverpool, L69 3HN 

07 December 2017 
 
FR/DS 
 
David Boyer 
Assistant Director 
Warrington Borough Council 
 
Via email: dboyer@warrington.gov.uk  
 
 
Dear  
 
Thank you for inviting the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority 
(LCRCA) to comment on your Council’s proposals for the Warrington 
Western Link Road (WWLR). I am afraid that in the limited time available 
to respond to your request, I am only currently able to offer comments in 
my capacity as Interim Head of the Paid Service for the LCRCA and 
Lead Officer for Transport. Any formal submission by the LCR CA itself 
would have to be provided at a later date.   
 
As an Associate Member of the LCRCA, Warrington Borough Council 
will appreciate that we are all working together to improve our transport 
offer to our residents, businesses and visitors. This includes providing 
new or improved transport infrastructure, where possible and 
appropriate, with a view to achieving improved economic growth and the 
regeneration of various both sites and communities. At the same time, 
we are cognisant of the need to realise the environmental and social 
benefits that may result from projects of the scale and nature of the 
WWLR. With that in mind, I view the WWLR proposal as contributing to 
the potential achievement of these growth and regeneration objectives. 
As a consequence, I would be prepared to offer my support, in principle, 
to the scheme with one caveat. 
 
 
 

mailto:dboyer@warrington.gov.uk


 
 
 

Frank Rogers 
Interim Head of Paid Service 

Liverpool City Region Combined Authority 
Mann Island, PO Box 1976, Liverpool, L69 3HN 

I have been informed that the scheme could attract traffic from the 
Mersey Gateway Crossing and the Silver Jubilee Bridge (once it 
reopens) and that, as a consequence, there could be an adverse 
financial impact associated with a loss of potential revenue that would 
have been generated by the vehicles expected to cross these bridges.  
 
This could have a direct and adverse financial impact for Halton Borough 
Council, a constituent member of the LCR CA. Halton BC would clearly 
expect there to be no detrimental impact on the Mersey Gateway 
Project, its residents or on the Council itself and hence it would be 
important for your Council to work with HBC, the Mersey Gateway 
Crossings Board and the Department for Transport in exploring and 
securing measures to address any potential impacts. Hopefully, such 
measures can be agreed and implemented prior to an opening of the 
WWLR. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Frank Rogers  
Interim Head of Paid Service 
 
 
 
Cc:   Richard Flood, Warrington Borough Council 

David Parr, Halton Borough Council 
 



Registered Office: Municipal Buildings, Kingsway, Widnes, Cheshire WA8 
7QF Registered in England & Wales 
Registered Number 8751307 
 
Mersey Gateway Crossings Board Ltd is a local authority owned 
company controlled by Halton Borough Council 

 

 
 

FAO Mr D. Boyer 
Assistant Director 
Warrington Borough Council 

6 December 2017 
 

 

 

Dear David, 
 
 
Proposed Warrington Western Link(WWL) – Selection of Red Route 
Comments – Mersey Gateway Crossing Board Ltd 
 
 
Thank you for providing the opportunity for the Mersey Gateway Crossings 
Board Ltd (MGCB) to comment on behalf of the Mersey Gateway Project on 
the proposed Warrington Western Link 
 
We note that the published WWL Outline Business Case (WWLOBC) 
indicates that the project exhibits a healthy benefit to cost ratio (BCR) which 
indicates that investment in this project represents value for money in overall 
terms.  
 
However, the WWLOBC also indicates that there will be a direct and 
detrimental financial impact on the Mersey Gateway Bridge (MGB) project 
(which includes the tolling of the Silver Jubilee Bridge). This has been taken 
into account in the computation of the BCR but no consideration is given to 
funding the impact.  
 
MGCB consider that this needs to be addressed if the WWL is to progress; 
and addressed in such a way that results in no direct and detrimental financial 
effect on the MGB Project, the residents of Halton nor on Halton Borough 
Council (HBC). This should be achieved without any requirement to increase 
to the level of the toll charges on the MGB or amendments to the MGB Project 
tolling regime. 
 
MGCB would wish to work in partnership with WBC and DfT to secure 
mutually acceptable measures to address this detrimental impact on the MGB 
financial model.   

 

Mersey Gateway Crossings Board Ltd 
Forward Point 
Tan House Lane 
Widnes 
WA8 0SL 
 
www.merseygateway.co.uk 

 



   
If this can be achieved the Mersey Gateway Crossings Board Ltd (MGCB) is, 
in principle, supportive of the proposed WWL being brought forward to bring 
improvement to the people, economy and environment of Warrington but it is 
clear this should not be achieved at the expense of or to the detriment of the 
MGB Project. 
 

Yours faithfully  

 

Paul Fenwick 

Director 

 

cc David Parr – Halton Council 
cc Charlie Sunderland - DfT 
 

 



 

 

8th December 2017 
 
 
Richard Flood  
Warrington Borough Council 
New Town House 
Buttermarket Street 
Warrington 
WA1 2NH 
 
 
 

Dear Richard 

Re: Western Link Road Scheme 

Liverpool John Lennon Airport (LJLA) is one of the UK’s longest established operational Airports and is 

expected to handle five million passengers this year with flights to over sixty destinations in the UK and 

across Europe.  Over the past two years, 22 new services have been announced to 20 new destinations, 

bringing over 100 additional flights per week. 

The Airport is one of the area’s major employers, attracting inward investment and bringing significant 

tourism benefits, helping to boost the region’s economy.  LJLA is a significant driver of prosperity in the 

region and the North West and North Wales as a whole, bringing an estimated £440 million per annum in 

GVA and supporting 12,000 jobs across the Northern Powerhouse region. 

The Airport is planning for further growth and is preparing an updated Master Plan through to 2050. The 

vision of the Master Plan is for LJLA to make its optimum contribution to the ongoing regeneration and 

development of the Liverpool City Region.  As part of this planned growth, LJLA requires good and reliable 

transport networks to ensure passengers and employees can access the airport. 

As such, LJLA is supportive of any measures that seek to enhance the regional highway network, in 

particular those whose objectives seek to reduce traffic delay and enhance the available connections across 

the regional highway network.  The Warrington Western Link aims to support the regional highway 

network and will provide enhanced access to LJLA. 

We wish you every success in your bid for central government funds and please let us know if you need 

anything further.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Mark Povall 
Strategy Director 



 
 
 

                                                           
Richard Flood  
Warrington Borough Council 
New Town House 
Buttermarket Street 
Warrington 
WA1 2NH 
 
12th December 2017 
 
Dear Richard, 

Re: Western Link Road Scheme 

On behalf of the Atlantic Gateway Board we are pleased to support Warrington’s submission 
of the Outline Business Case to the DfT for funding to develop the Waterfront Western Link 
scheme.  Warrington, containing Port Warrington, is a key node in the Atlantic Gateway 
strategy for connecting the Port of Liverpool, along the Manchester Ship Canal, into the 
recently redeveloped Port Salford.   Port Warrington currently suffers from very poor road 
access which is wholly unsuitable for its planned expansion; the Warrington Waterfront 
Western Link scheme, if implemented, would allow Port Warrington to be developed in full. 
 
Port Warrington is a key intervention as part of the Atlantic Gateway strategy and has cross- 
LEP and Combined Authority support from the three areas that are included within Atlantic 
Gateway (Cheshire and Warrington, Greater Manchester and the Liverpool City Region).  It 
has the potential to provide both a key operational port facility and significant logistics 
based activity, with the ability to transport goods by water using the Manchester Ship Canal 
and for them to be transferred to the rail network via a direct connection to the West Coast 
Main Line. 
 
We are confident that the delivery of the Waterfront Western Link scheme will significantly   
support the development of Port Warrington and the surrounding land for port activities, 
contributing to both the Atlantic Gateway strategy and the sub-regional economy. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you in due course. 
 
Yours sincerely, 



 

Kate Willard 

Chair 

Atlantic Gateway Board 
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