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1: Contact Details (Compulsory)

Title: Miss
First Name: Fiona
Last Name: Pudge
Organisation (if applicable): Sport England

Address: SportPark, 3 Oakwood Drive, Loughborough, Leicestershire, LE11

3QF

Phone Number:
E‐mail:
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2: Questions
Question 1
Do you have any comments to make about the Council’s evidence base?

Question 2
Do you consider the assessment of Housing Needs to be appropriate?

Question 3
Do you consider the assessment of Employment Land Needs to be appropriate?

Question 4
Do you consider the alignment of Housing Needs and Job’s Growth to be appropriate?

Question 5
Do you consider the assessment of Land Supply to be appropriate?

Question 6
Do you consider that Green Belt land will need to be released to deliver the identified
growth?

Question 7
Do you consider the three identified Strategic matters being the appropriate initial
focus of the Local Plan review?

Question 8
Do you agree that further land will need to be removed from the Green Belt and
Safeguarded for future development needs beyond the Plan period?
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Question 9
Do you consider it appropriate to include Minerals and Waste and Gypsy and
Traveller needs in the scope of the proposed Local Plan review?

Question 10
Do you consider the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report to be appropriate?

Question 11
Do you consider the Spatial Distribution and Site Assessment Process at Appendix 2
to be appropriate?

Question 12
Do you agree with the assessment of Local Plan Policies at Appendix 1?

Question 13
Do you consider the proposed 20 year Local Plan period to be appropriate?

Question 14
Having read this document, is there anything else you feel we should include within
the ‘Preferred Option’ consultation draft, which you will be able to comment on at
the next stage of consultation?

4

3: Responses
Question 1
Evidence base - Open Space Audit 2015
It is noted local standards for outdoor sports have been produced. Local standards are
not appropriate for outdoor sports because they do not and cannot take into account
sports catchment areas or the variable units of demand for individual pitch/court types.
For example, the unit of demand for a court ranges from two people if a tennis court to 30
people if a full sized adult rugby pitch. In addition the catchment area for sports ranges
from Ward level if a junior football pitch to Borough wide if rugby or hockey. This means
the accessibility standards cannot accurately reflect where the demand for outdoor sport
is derived from. Quantitative standards are not appropriate because although it is widely
acknowledged housing growth generates additional demand for sport not everyone from
that housing site will want to participate in sport. In reality the application of standards
has led to single pitch sites being constructed within housing developments that are
unsupported by ancillary facilities and are not located in areas of demand. These pitches
do not contribute to the supply of pitches and all too often become informal kick about
areas or semi natural open space.
The Council is currently undertaking a Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) which should be
used as the evidence base to inform sport related policy to protect, enhance and provide.
Sport England forms part of the PPS Steering Group and is working with the Council to
identify a hierarchy of sites to protect and enhance and if feasible allocation of new sites.
Sport England is working with the Council to assess what the additional demand from
population and housing growth will be and what the impact on existing playing field will
be. A Developer Contributions Process using information set out in the PPS will be
developed to help establish:
• what the additional demand for sport will be from individual or cumulative housing sites,
• which existing sites need to be improved to increase capacity to take the additional
demand; and
• what an appropriate developer contribution should be
Sport England would wish to see the Playing Pitch Strategy, which the Council has
committed to monitoring and reviewing annually as the appropriate evidence base to
support the Local Plan.
Sports Facilities Needs Assessment 2015 - although there is a reference to this on the
Council's website there is no link to the document. Having spoken to Planning Policy it
would appear this provides an audit but no information on how it can inform planning
policy to protect, enhance, and provide indoor sports facilities.
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Question 2
N/A
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Question 3
N/A
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Question 4
N/A
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Question 5
N/A
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Question 6
N/A
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Question 7
Sport England would wish to see a review of the Sport and Physical Activity section given
the change in Government thinking and the emergence of DCMS Strategy "Sporting
Future: A New Strategy for an Active Nation”. In response to this strategy Sport England
has published ‘Towards an Active Nation’ which sets out how Sport England will work in
partnership with a range of organisations, including Local Planning Authorities, to
implement the Strategy.
https://www.sportengland.org/news-and-features/news/2016/may/19/sport-england-triples
-investment-in-tackling-inactivity/
Sport England and Public Health England has prepared guidance called ‘Active Design’
which helps planners, developers and suchlike to incorporate key principles into new
development which creates physical activity opportunities. The guidance can be found
using this link:
https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-gui
dance/active-design/
The Local Plan review should reflect the new strategies within the Health and Well-Being
chapter and use the emerging sport related evidence base to help inform revised policies.
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Question 8
N/A
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Question 9
N/A
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Question 10
N/A
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Question 11
N/A
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Question 12
Yes but would like to suggest the following amendments:
Policy PV 7 - Promoting the Visitor Economy: suggest expanding this to specifically
include visitors to sports venues e.g. Halliwell Jones Stadium (Rugby League) and
Warrington Town FC.
Reason: Sports clubs contribute to the economy whether they are grassroots or
premier/superleague. Research carried out by Sport England 'Economic Value of Sport'
(2013) shows that sport contributed £20.3 billion GVA and was 14th in the Industry
Sector League Table ahead of telecoms and architectural and engineering services.
There is also a clear link to the health agenda with sport representing £11.2billion
towards health. To provide evidence of the value of sport to Warrington, Sport England
has produced a tool called 'Economic Value of Sport - Local Model (Updated 2015)'. This
can be accessed via the Research page of Sport England's website.
Policy SN 7 - Enhancing Health and Well-Being: expand both the policy and the
reasoned justification to reflect the Government and Sport England's Strategies to
increase physical activity by promoting flexible indoor and outdoor venues. Innovative
solutions to promote physical activity in non-traditional sports venues should be
encouraged, whilst recognising that traditional sport also plays an important role in health
and well-being.
Policy MP 3 - Active Travel: strengthen this policy to include physical activity
opportunities within the design of new developments. Sport England has produced
guidance in partnership with Public Health England that sets out ten principles to
incorporate into design to promote physical activity. The Active Design Guidance can be
found on Sport England's website.
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Question 13
Yes - the emerging Playing Pitch Strategy forecasts the additional demand generated
from housing growth over the next 20 years.
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Question 14
See answer to question 7.
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