The Culcheth Neighbourhood centre now has no banks or building societies although we do
have a Post Office. The lack of banks affects businesses both in their operation and their
customer base. When residents go to banks in Leigh or Warrington town centre, trade goes
with them.
We are pleased that the sites proposed in the Call for Sites have not been included in the
Borough Council Preferred option for Green Belt reasons. We do believe however that CH9,
(R18/097) serves a strong Green Belt purpose in that this is a large area of farmland which is
part of the openness between Culcheth and Glazebrook. Its development would block views
to and from the Green Belt. The proposed exit onto Warrington Road, opposite a school with
on road parking, raises safety concerns. The site is divided by a high-pressure gas pipeline.
We strongly believe that it is impossible and unfair to make judgements concerning the Green
Belt with reference to HS2 other than to recognise that it cuts a swathe through our villages
which should be a no- go area for development. So much of how HS2 would be built is under
discussion, as is the area of land either site of the route used for mitigation and screening. The
revised classifications of parcels of land cause concern, particularly as this route, 2b has not
yet been approved by parliament.
We believe our attractive villages, set in the Green Belt and farmland, add to and support the
image of Warrington Borough whether is city or a town. Large increases in housing would
add to the traffic congestion and could not be supported by the available infrastructure.
Allowing sprawl into the adjoining towns and villages would work against the argument that
Warrington could be a distinctive city.
Q17 suggestions
1.The Local Plan should recognise that the Green Belt is a source of employment and have
protection for agricultural land and businesses
2. There should be a policy to ensure that any housing that is built is not market housing for
commuters but satisfies a particular local need.

Yours sincerely,

