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Dear-

Bents Garden Centre - Green Belt Assessment Observations

Further to our telephone conversation this morning | have summarised below my
* comments regarding Arup’s Green Belt Assessment Report. | enclose the relevant pages.

To the north of Bents Garden Centre Arup have identified 2 parcels of land: GB2 and GB3.
They have assessed parcel GB3 as making a “Strong Contribution” to the 5 purposes of
including land in the Green Belt. The only purpose that scored “strongly” was safeguarding
the countryside from encroachment (the other 4 purposes made either no contribution or a
moderate contribution). However within parcel GB3 there is a golf course (formerly a Bird
of Prey Centre), a childrens play area, display gardens and the restaurant terrace. | am not
clear, therefore, why Arup has assessed the parcel as making a “Strong Contribution” to
safeguarding the countryside from encroachment since the majority of the parcel is
developed and is not open countryside.

With regard to parcel GB2 approximately half of this area has planning consent for a visitor
attraction being the Wildlife Gardens which include a Bird of Prey flight zone which could
attract 20,000 visitors per annum. This part of the parcel is, therefore, not ‘open
countryside’.

It is my view that parcel GB3 makes a weak (or at most moderate) contribution to
safeguarding the countryside from further encroachment and parcel GB2 could make a
strong contribution. | would note that parcel GB6 has been assessed as making a weak
contribution and yet it is the garden centre’s display garden and is no different to parcels
GB2 and GB3.

Development in parcel GB3 would have little effect upon the Green Belt and could indeed
take pressure off other parcels which make a stronger contribution (for example parcels
GB1, 12 and 13).

With regard to GB13 | would note that this is partly developed as allotments including a car
park and yet it has been assessed as making a “Strong Contribution”.
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