at peak times as for some reason no one has thought to introduce a time delay to
allow a few cars to turn right before the oncoming traffic.
When I lived at Grappenhall Heys I was very much against the Howshoots link
road as at present GH is a very safe place to live with very little crime as no one
knows it’s there and there is no quick and easy access out to the motorway. That
said if we are building more homes then this road is very much needed. However
it will affect vehicles parking for the Walled Garden unless the parking at
Stansfield Drive is extended and accessed from Witherwin Avenue, it also
requires a pelican crossing to allow safe access for the children to walk to school
and sadly would mean a high volume of HGV’s which would directly impact on
the homes and lifestyles and safety of the school children.
City Status.
The desire to become a city is not one shared by the vast majority of Warrington
residents. Our town centre has been in decline since the Trafford Centre was
built and the recession did not help. And whilst we have plans in place to
improve the town centre, the constant building of out of town retail units is not
helping bring people into the town centre. Bridge Street has the most beautiful
buildings in town, if you look up the architecture is stunning, yet all the shops
below are low value. These buildings should house independent boutiques, craft
shops, café’s etc. The Fish market building should all be restaurants and we
should be considering other uses for the large empty buildings if we are unable
to attract large retailers. I do not believe that building 24,000 houses will bring
everyone into town as the high number proposed for South Warrington just
gives those residents easy access straight onto the motorway to Manchester or
Liverpool or Chester. We do not have the heritage or history in Warrington to
compete with any one of those 3 cities, we have very few historic buildings left as
the council keeps demolishing them or they get ‘accidentally’ burnt down. We
have no theatre, only the Parr Hall offers any entertainment and our only sports
team is the Warrington Wolves, I do not believe we should be aiming to be a city,
we should be a thriving town which benefits from being a town with beautiful
villages which is conveniently located for access to it’s neighbouring cities. I
moved from London as I did not want my children to grow up in a city.
The plan should be focusing on bringing the town together and joined at the
centre, not promoting the construction of isolated urban areas which will not
benefit the town as a whole.
Empty Homes.
The council has an empty homes policy. I would like to know how many homes
have been compulsory purchased or refurbished under this scheme.

I completely understand why all councils are required to put together these
plans, but I believe the government figures on the quantity of homes needed is
untrue. I understand they believe volume of build will bring down house prices,
but this will in the long run allow the Bank of England to put interest rates up.

They could actually halt foreign investment to slow down growth among other
solutions.
In Manchester City Centre, the Chinese investors are buying up everything
whether it be new build or second hand for cash and paying above asking price.
This is happening in cities all across the UK.
We could impose more restrictions on sites to be only owner
occupiers, or restrict investor purchases. I think we should be challenging
government policy rather than bowing down to it. I agree we have a shortage of
homes, but with all councils putting together PDO’s which from media reports
seem to largely involve the destruction of greenbelt across the country, we will
no longer be living in a green and pleasant land.

