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Dear Sirs 

Warrington Proposed Submission Version Local Plan 2017- 2037 

I do not believe that the proposals cont ained in the above document are sound. Whilst accepting that 

Warringt on has to gr ow and some development is needed, I do not accept the scale and nature of 

what is being proposed by WBC due to the profound negative impact it wi ll have on the residents of 

South Warrington in the future. Having lived in South Warrington for over 60 years I believe that 

instead of improving the quality of our lives, the proposals will cause serious deteriorat ion. 

The plan is unsound for the following reasons:-

• The plan period is 2 years longer than it needs to be to meet government requirements. 

This necessitat es the unnecessary bui lding of an additional 1,890 houses and the 

consequent loss of around 120 hectares of Green Belt. 

• There is no justification for the predicted growth levels. Growth predictions are based on 

unrealistic economic forecasts and population proj ections .. 

• The level of Housing Numbers are far too high and compounded by the addition of a 10% 

flexibility increase for which there is no need, as the Local Plan will be reviewed every 5 

years. I believe the lowest number of new houses possible should be used in the 

development of the local plan. 

• The overestimat ion in housing numbers has a significant impact in increasing the need to 

build on Green Belt. Warrington will lose 11% of its Green Belt, virtually all of it in South 

Warrington. 

• This provision was designed to differentiate between different parishes in the town. It's 

reduction will seriously affect the unique distinctiveness and characters of the 

different areas. 

• There is a large population of wildlife including badgers, bats and birds of prey which 

currently enjoy the fields and woodland on the south side of the A56. Some of this has 

already been earmarked for development and whi lst I wou ld not wish to hinder the 

progress and developments much needed to reduce road congestion, proposed work will 

help with current congestion. It will not however, address issues created by an additional 

1600 houses. 



• The location of new homes should be where the new jobs are being created to minimise 

commuting, and also be affordable in relation to the types of jobs created. This is not the 

case in r elation to South Warrington:-

• The 1,600 houses at Walton will all be for commuters as there is no new employment in 

that area. 

• The new jobs created near the 'Garden Suburb' will be mainly distribution and logistics 

related and there is likely to be a serious mismatch between the remuneration levels of 

the new jobs and the costs of the new housing being developed - staff will have to 

commute from other areas. 5,000 houses are being developed which will mainly be for 

commuters as there is little existing commercial activity in South Warrington that will 

provide new employment opportunities. 

• The villages of Walton, Grappenhall, Appleton Thorn and Stretton will be completely 

changed in relation to their character and distinctiveness which is contrary to the 'Vision 

for Warrington's future' outlined in the Local Plan. 

• I am concerned with the intention to build opposite the Solvay Interox Plant. Whilst the 

company has an excellent safety record, the proposals include the building of a significant 

number of residential units with in an area potentially affected in the event of a plant 
emergency 

• The traffic infrastructure proposals are totally inadequate to alleviate the current 

problems of congestion, noise and pollution in South Warrington and also support the new 

housing and commercial developments. 

• The National Planning Policy Framework requires the Plan to be aspirational but deliverable. 
I do not believe this Plan is deliverable and is therefore unsound:-

• The size of that funding requirement is unclear in the Plan as is the commitment of 

developers to deliver the necessary funding for infrastructure. Development is only 

acceptable with the effective mitigation of its key impacts (traffic congestion, noise, air 

qual ity, education & health facilities, local amenities & the environment, as well as 

maintaining / improving our quality of life), are properly planned and implemented 
before and during the building process but before completion. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Mr Chris Ardern 

16t h June, 2019 




