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From: Skinner, Helen <HELEN.SKINNER@planninginspectorate.gov.uk> on behalf of 
Dyson, Alison <ALISON.DYSON@planninginspectorate.gov.uk>

Sent: 08 January 2024 14:47
To: Andrew Piatt; devcontrol; john@grovestownplanning.uk
Cc: Kay Prendergast; Gough, Alison; Dyson, Alison
Subject: FW: PINS Ref: APP/M0655/V/22/3311877 Land at Grappenhall Lane, Warrington 

(Six:56)

Good a ernoon, 
 
Please see the submission below – the Inspector will seek the par es’ views tomorrow on whether it should be 
admi ed. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Helen 
 
 
Helen Skinner | Inquiries & Major Casework Team Leader 
The Planning Inspectorate 
Major Casework, Third Floor, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN 
helen.skinner@planninginspectorate.gov.uk | 0303 444 5531 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-inspectorate | @PINSgov  
 
 

From: Jervis, Councillor Mark <cllrmark.jervis@warrington.gov.uk>  
Sent: 08 January 2024 12:38 
To: Dyson, Alison <ALISON.DYSON@planninginspectorate.gov.uk> 
Subject: PINS Ref: APP/M0655/V/22/3311877 Land at Grappenhall Lane, Warrington (Six:56) 
 

 
Please find attached a new representation in relation to APP/M0655/V/22/3311877. 
 
 
Mark Jervis 
Borough Councillor, Appleton 
Appleton Parish Councillor 
 
 
Dear Sir 
 
Ref: APP/M0655/V/22/3311877 
 
I am writing this late note having recently reviewed ID54 Council’s Position Statement December 2023. 
 
I respectfully request that you allow this submission as I believe that material facts are missing from this Position 
Statement. 
 
In so doing I have 3 hats: 
1. Warrington Borough Councillor for Appleton Ward since May 2021  
2. Appleton Parish Councillor since May 2021  

 You don't often get email from cllrmark.jervis@warrington.gov.uk. Learn why this is important  
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3. Resident of Appleton for the last 35 years. 
 
In ID54, the Council states, inter alia, that its current position is “consistent” with the resolution of its Development 
Management Committee dated 1 February 2023. The Statement continues that “….the Council’s position therefore 
remains that it does not produce evidence in support of or in opposition to the inquiry…”.  
 
I am a Member of the Development Management Committee and attended on 1 February 2023. 
 
The newly adopted Local Plan (“Local Plan 2023”) was approved by Full Council at its meeting on 4 December. 2023. 
This included approval of the following recommendation at Para 12.1 (i) of the Officer Report: 
 
“Approve the Main Modifications to the Local Plan proposed by independent Inspectors, as set out in Appendix 1 to 
this report, for incorporation into the Final Version of this report.” 
 
The modifications so approved reduced the Employment land requirement from 316.28 Hectares to 168 Hectares 
and deleted the whole South East Warrington Employment Area (SEWEA) (136.92ha Gross) on which the current 
application would have sat as a major part thereof. Furthermore, the modifications approved by Full Council deleted 
the following sentence which had been in the text of the draft Local Plan: 
 
“Similarly, if Warrington is to provide sufficient employment land to meet its future needs then this can only be 
achieved with the release of Green Belt Land” 
 
In so approving these changes on 4 December 2023, Full Council gave effect to the Local Plan Inspectors’ conclusion 
in Paragraph 185 of their report dated 23 October 2023 on the Examination of the Warrington Local Plan, namely: 
 
“There is no strategic need for the SEWEA allocation in terms of the need for employment land or the range and type 
of employment land that would be available. It would result in a significant encroachment into the countryside, 
undermining one of the purposes of the Green Belt and would cause severe harm to the openness of the Green Belt. 
It would also have a significant adverse effect on the character and appearance of the area. Whilst there would be 
economic benefits as a result of the allocation, these do not outweigh the above concerns. Exceptional circumstances 
to alter the Green Belt do not exist. The SEWEA is not justified, nor is it consistent with national policy. Main 
modification MM024 would delete Policy MD6 and the associated reasoned justification and is necessary to address 
these concerns.” 
 
Following a 5-7 year Local Plan process including an 2022 Examination in Public and a further of Examination in 
Public of Employment Land demand in July 2023, the Planning Inspectorate/Local Plan Inspectors clearly concluded 
that Employment land requirements of the whole SEWEA were not required and in terms of planning balance, 
exceptional circumstances to release the Green Belt “do not exist”. 
 
Therefore, it is important to record that the Council’s position has developed from that set out in the 1 February 
2023 Development Management Committee resolution. By approving recommendation 12.1 of the Local Plan 
Officer report on 4 December 2023, Full Council has clearly endorsed the Main Modifications relating to deletion of 
the SEWEA. This is a material change in the Council’s position on matters entirely relevant to this application.  
 
Furthermore, this change in the Council’s position was just one month ago following a 5-7 year debate on the 
content of the now adopted Local Plan 2023. 
 
As an elected representative, I would respectfully note that many residents are at a loss to understand how matters 
so recently resolved in Full Council approval of the Local Plan can be opened up again when Planning Inspectors 
have so recently opined on such closely related employment land and planning balance issues. 
 
Whilst I fully accept that due process is being followed in this Inquiry, I would suggest that it would not appear to be 
entirely reasonable to “the man on the Clapham omnibus” to be reopening matters so recently settled with the 
Council approval of Local Plan 2023 just one month ago. 
 
Regards 
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Mark Jervis 
Borough Councillor, Appleton 
Appleton Parish Councillor 
 
 
 

******************************************************************************** 

DISCLAIMER 

The views expressed by the author of this e-mail do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of Warrington 
Borough Council. Warrington Borough Council employees and Elected Members are expressly requested, to not 
make any defamatory, threatening or obscene statements and to not infringe any legal right (including copyright) by 
e-mail communication. 

WARNING: e-Mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be 
intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or may contain viruses. Warrington Borough 
Council therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this message, which arise as a 
result of e-mail transmission. 

CONFIDENTIALITY: This e-mail contains proprietary information, some or all of which may be confidential and/or 
legally privileged. It is for the intended recipient(s) only. If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected this 
e-mail, please notify the sender; and then delete the original. If you are not the intended recipient you should not 
use, disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on any information contained in this e-mail. 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION: As a public sector organisation, Warrington Borough Council may be required to disclose 
this e-mail (or any response to it) under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. All information is handled in line with 
the Data Protection Act 2018. 

MONITORING: Warrington Borough Council undertakes monitoring of both incoming and outgoing e-mail. You 
should therefore be aware that the content of any e-mail may be examined if deemed appropriate. 

VIRUSES: The recipient should check this e-mail and any attachments for the presence of viruses. Warrington 
Borough Council accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. Although 
precautions have been taken to ensure that no viruses are present within this e-mail, Warrington Borough Council 
cannot accept responsibility for any loss or damage arising from the use of this e-mail or any attachments. 

******************************************************************************** 

Please take a moment to review the Planning Inspectorate's Privacy Notice which can be 
accessed by clicking this link. 

Please note that the contents of this email and any attachments are privileged and/or confidential and intended 
solely for the use of the intended recipient. If you are not the intended recipient of this email and its attachments, 
you must take no action based upon them, nor must you copy or show them to anyone. Please contact the sender if 
you believe you have received this email in error and then delete this email from your system. 

Recipients should note that e-mail traffic on Planning Inspectorate systems is subject to monitoring, recording and 
auditing to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The Planning Inspectorate has 
taken steps to keep this e-mail and any attachments free from viruses. It accepts no liability for any loss or damage 
caused as a result of any virus being passed on. It is the responsibility of the recipient to perform all necessary checks. 
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The statements expressed in this e-mail are personal and do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the 
Inspectorate. 

DPC:76616c646f72 
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